Historg of Short Mat Bowling

As some O)Cgou !mow, ] am researching foralawn bowling book, m«t]g to be
called: A Long (Green Road - The Evo]ution of Bowls. This historg of

short mat bow]ing has been gleaned from various sources, and will become a

small Part of this tome. — Dave Burrows, CéMBA

According to the |rish [ndoor Powls Association, the story goes that around
1926, when a group of bowlers from the outdoor club of Victoria in Pelfast
were rained off theirgreen, they retired to their Church Ha”, Strand
Fresbgterian. To pass the time, theg rolled bowls up and down the bare floor
and someone su%ested that a Piece of carpeting might helP matters.

What haPPened next is not clear, but Ba”ymacarret Fresbgterian Church
claims to have formed the first club in 1 929, and have a Photograph showing the
Minister dc]ivering a bowl on what seems to be a three-foot wide Piece of

carPet and through a hoop.

(Clubs were formed during this period up to the early 1950s but little historical
information is available until the first league was formed in 1952. Several other
leagues were formed in 1954, 1959(2), 1960, and 1961 prior to the formation
of the |rish |ndoor Powls Associationin 1961, and rules approvedin 1962, [t
is unique in that the Association does not have the words Short Mat in the

tit]e, as its formation came Prior to the lrish Long Mat ]néoor Bowling
Association. At the time, they felt theg did not need the words 5hor’c Mat.

Most ear]g clubs were in the Be]gast area, but small Pockets aPPeared around
Dublin and Cork. Mats were between ¢ feet wide and up to | 2 feet wide with
the length depending upon the hall size. Thcre were great variations in ru]es,

with fenders and touchers often not existing and some clubs using a flat multi-

sidedjack.



The ear!9 historg from the Wales Association tells about the game bcing first
Plagecl 139 two South Africans who came to work in South Wales. According
to this version of the story, t}ﬂeg began to Plag a simulation of the outdoorgame
when the weather was bad on a striP of carpet in a church hall. Sometime later

theg moved to Nortlﬁern ]reland and took the new game with them.

The Englis}n Short Mat Bowling Association formed oquiciallg in 1984,
followed bg the Welsh Short Mat Bowls Associationin 1987. Scotland
initia”9 started 139 entering the Pritish |sles C!ﬁampionships as an unofficial
entryin 1990 and 139 1994, the Scottish Short Mat Bowling [Tederation was
acccPted as the official boclg rcpresenting Short Mat Bowls in Scotland.

PBoth |rish and English Short Mat has grown exponentia”9 over the years with
[reland now boastimg over 30,000 members in 1100 clubs and E_nglanci near
25,000 members in 900 clubs. T he |rish exPlosion oFgrowth can be seen with
the following statistics: 1961 ~ 62 ~58 clubs. 196% ~ 84 clubs. 1970~ 5%0
clubs. As earlg as 1962, the |rish National Championships had 1612 entries in
open simgles, Pairs and fours. | he total entry in eig}ﬂt events has now increased

to 8000, with the National Simgles alone stanc{ing at mear19 3000!

ls]e of Man (Manx Short Mat) and Be]gium (Curve Bow]s)
Associations were also formed in 1 987 and 1988, and all the
associations began to Plag World ChamPionshiPs in 1989 with 5cotlanc‘
joining themin 1990 as a guest nation until theg formed their own

association in 1994
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]relanci, England and Wales have dominated these Ci’iampions]ﬂips winning, all
but one of the titles up to 201 6. (Scotland won the fours in 1991) Totals to
date are: |reland — 33 titles, Englancl — 17 titles, Wales — 1% titles. T he 2016
Short Mat World Ci’iampionships had 14 countries represemted iriclucling

both |ndian and ]talian ex pats !iving in Eng]an& Participating on behalf of their

nations.

Since 2000, quite a number of countries have begun short mat bowling and

formed clubs with some also Forming Associations. | hese include:

The NetherlanclS) Germang, NorwagJ Sweden, (anada, Cgprus) Fi’ii]ippines)
France, Spain, Fortugal, Denmark, Singapore and others. Some of these

countries P189 indoors, and some outdoors, but all erjog the i:rienclsi';ips and

cha”enge of the sport.
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Canadian Short Mat Bowls Association

5hort mat is Plaged in ha”s, schoo]s, social c]ubs, hote]s, sports clubs and
churches. ]t is even P]aged on North Sea oil rigs. Canadajoined the World
Short Mat Council in 201 6.




Shor’c Mat CHPrus Fa’chos C!ub, Cgprus

Short Mat Bowls in SPain

(Canada will be hosting their [First Short Mat National (Championships this
November in Etobicoke, Ontario, and all Shor‘t Mat Clubs in Canada
belonging to the CSMBA will qua]imcg to enter interested members to
participate on a first come first served basis beginning July 17 With a starting
memberslﬁip of 5 clubs and 250 Plagers, (_anada has a!readg moved up to gt
position worldwide. Qur goal is to grow to 3™ position within the next few years
to 3000+.

LAWN BOWLING CLUB

Burlington L.B.C. JJMat Short Mat Oak Bay L.B.C.

KINCSTON [AWN oW SASKATCHEWAN INC. 4

Kingston LBC Saskatoon 5hor’c Mat C]ub



	                    

